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	Recommendation
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iSSEP Environment/Interior Comments

The iSSEPs acknowledge the scientific importance of the ION objectives and wish to work with the proponents to facilitate the installation of borehole seismometers. However, we think that a complex drilling project (CDP) is not the appropriate channel for proceeding further because the fundamental goals could be achieved through a series of drilling legs or even on an opportunity basis.

There are two options open to the proponents to pursue the required collaboration. First, the proponents may wish to consider submitting a full proposal as an umbrella that provides the necessary scientific justification, a prioritized plan, and a long-term schedule for the installations. Individual installations may be possible on an opportunity basis through submission of ancillary project letters (APLs) in conjunction with the umbrella proposal. Second, a dedicated leg may also be possible if this is technically feasible for the proponents, in which case a full proposal would be necessary to make the justification and prioritization of drilling sites. We encourage the proponents to consider these options and continue the dialogue with the panels.
Proponents may contact the iSAS Office <isasoffice@jamstec.go.jp>, panel member Juichiro Ashi <ashi@ori.u-tokyo.ac.jp>, or iSSEP co-chairs Tim Byrne <tim.byrne@uconn.edu>, Gilbert Camoin <gcamoin@cerege.fr>, Hitoshi Mikada <mikada@jamstec.go.jp>, and Kozo Takahashi <kozo@geo.kyushu-u.ac.jp> for additional guidance.
